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INITIATIVE 

FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE AT WHITE HOUSE PRESS CONFER- 
ENCE JULY 25: 

QUOTE: 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY ON THE LONDON TIMES STORY 
YESTERDAY CONCERNING POSSIBLE INTERVENTION IN THE 
NORTHERN IRELAND PROBLEM? 

MR. GRANUM: SECRETARY VANCE MET SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, ON 
JUNE 9TH, WITH SENATORS KENNEDY AND MOYNIHAN AND SPEAKER 
O'NEILL TO DISCUSS THE NORTH IRELAND SITUATION. ALL AGREED 
THAT A SOLUTION THERE MUST COME FROM THE PARTIES DIRECTLY 
CONCERNED, BUT THAT THE US SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER WE MIGHT 
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BE HELPFUL IN SOME WAY. 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN LOOKING INTO THIS, NO 
DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS HAVE BEEN REACHED. WHEN THEY ARE, 

THEY WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE NSC FOR CONSIDERATION. 

Q: CAN YOU REPEAT AFTER "ALL CONCERNED"'; WHAT DID YOU SAY? 
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Q: THE US SHOULD CONSIDER WHAT? 

MR. GRANUM: ALL AGREED THAT A SOLUTION THERE MUST COME 
FROM THE PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED, BUT THAT THE US 
SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER WE MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN SOME WAY. 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN LOOKING INTO THIS. NO 
DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS HAVE BEEN REACHED. WHEN THEY 
ARE, THEY WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE NSC FOR 
CONSIDERATION. 

Q: REX, MAY I ASK YOU, WHAT IS THE LEGAL BASIS ON WHICH 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION SEEKS TO INTERFERE AND 
INTERCEDE IN GOVERNMENTS OVERSEAS LIKE RHODESIA, SOUTH 
AFRICA, AND IRELAND? WHAT IS THE LEGAL BASIS? 

MR. GRANUM: I AM NOT SURE I KNOW WHAT YOU ARE REFERRING 
TO, SARAH. 

Q: DO WE HAVE ANY LEGAL RIGHT TO DO THIS? ANY LEGAL 
BASIS AT ALL IN OUR CONSTITUTION, OUR REGULATIONS, OUR 
GOVERNMENT ANYWHERE? 

MR. GRANUM: WE JUST HAVE A BASIC CONCERN ON THE PART 
OF THE UNITED STATES FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD. THAT 
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GROWS OUT OF THAT CONCERN. 

Q: THERE IS CONCERN APPARENT WHEN YOU HAVE THIS MEETING 
LIKE YOU DID HERE THE OTHER DAY WITH THE BRITISH MAN 
AND DECIDED WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO DO IN ANOTHER COUNTRY? 
DO WE HAVE ANY RIGHT TO DO THAT? 

MR. GRANUM: YES, WE DO. 

Q: WHAT IS IT, WHERE IS IT STATED? 

MR. GRANUM: I DON'T KNOW THAT IT IS WRITTEN DOWN 
ANYWHERE. 

Q: BUT YOUR ANSWER- ARE YOU ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THEY ARE 
INTERFERING IN THOSE COUNTRIES? 

MR. GRANUM: I AM NOT SUBSCRIBING TO THE STATEMENT OF 
INTERFERENCE, BUT THE QUESTION AT LEAST AS I AM TAKING IT, 
AND THE QUESTION I AM ANSWERING IS A DISCUSSION ON THE PART 
OF THIS COUNTRY OF WHAT IT FEELS, WHAT IT WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE TAKE PLACE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. WE DO HAVE 
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THAT. 

Q: COULD I ASK A LITTLE ON THIS QUESTION: WAS THE 
PRESIDENT A PARTY TO THIS; THAT IS, DOES HE AGREE WITH 
THE STATEMENT; CAN WE SAY THE PRESIDENT AGREED THAT 
ALL AGREED; YOU SAY ALL AGREED, THAT INCLUDES THE 
PRESIDENT AS WELL? 

MR. GRANUM: ON WHAT? 

Q: ON THE SOLUTION ON NORTHERN IRELAND? 

MR. GRANUM: NO, I DIDN’T MENTION THE PRESIDENT AT ALL. 

IT WAS A MEETING BETWEEN VANCE, O'NEILL, KENNEDY, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 175426 

MOYNIHAN, THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT - 

Q: WOULDN'T ANYTHING WE DO IN THE AREA OF YOUR PHRASE 
WHETHER WE MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN SOME WAY FALL IN THE 
CATEGORY OF INTERNAL INTERFERENCE IN WHAT IS ESSENTIALLY 
A BRITISH HOME PROBLEM? IF THE UNITED STATES WERE HELP- 
FUL IN ANY WAY IN A SITUATION IN NORTHERN IRELAND, WOULDN'T 
THAT BE MEDDLING INTO THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE 
BRITISH EMPIRE, SUCH AS IT IS THESE DAYS, GREAT BRITAIN? 

AND NORTHERN IRELAND? 

IF THE UNITED STATES WAS HELPFUL IN ANY WAY AT ALL, 
WOULDN'T THAT BE INTERFERENCE IN GREAT BRITAIN'S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS? 

MR. GRANUM: I THINK WE JUST NEED TO SEE THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THEY ATTEMPTED TO BE OF ANY ASSISTANCE. THE 
POINT OF THE ANSWER WHICH I HAVE GIVEN YOU IS - 
OF COURSE, IT SEEMS FROM THE STORY, I DON'T WANT TO 
GO INTO WHAT THE STORY STATES, BUT IN ANSWER TO THAT 
QUESTION. THE WHOLE POINT IS THAT SECRETARY VANCE 
HAS HELD A MEETING WITH THESE LEADERS. 

Q: AT THEIR REQUEST? 

MR. GRANUM: I DON'T KNOW WHOSE REQUEST. 

MR. SCHECTER: I THINK SO, YES. 

Q: WHAT IS THE POINT OF VIEW ABOUT IT, REX? IT IS 
THEIR COUNTRY AT THE MOMENT, ANYWAY. 

MR. GRANUM: I COULDN'T TELL YOU. I AM JUST TRYING TO 
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RELATE TO YOU THAT THEY HAD THIS MEETING ON THE PROBLEM 

WHICH THEY ARE ALL CONCERNED ABOUT, AND THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT IS REVIEWING MANY DISCUSSIONS WHICH MAY 
HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT THAT MEETING. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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